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exchange of a very few shots, a capitulation was pro-
posed.

The Spanish commander acted with moderation ; he ex-
erted little of the conqueror; what he had offered before
the attack, he granted after the victory; the English were
allowed to leave the place with every honour, only their
departure was delayed, by the terms of the capitulation,
twenty days; and, to secure their stay, the rudder of the
Favourite was taken off. What they desired to carry
away they removed without molestation; and of what they
left, an inventory was drawn, for which the Spanish officer,
by his receipt, promised to be accountable.

Of this petty revolution, so sudden and so distant, the
English ministry could not possibly have such notice, as
might enable them to prevent it. The conquest, if such it
may be called, cost but three days; for the Spaniards,
either supposing the garrison stronger than it was, or re-
solving to trust nothing to chance, or considering that, as
their force was greater, there was less danger of blood-
shed, came with a power that made resistance ridiculous,
and, at once, demanded and obtained possession.

The first account of any discontent expressed by the
Spaniards, was brought by captain Hunt, who arriving at
Plymouth, June 3, 1770, informed the admiralty, that the
island had been claimed in December, by the governour of
port Solidad.

This claim, made by an officer of so little dignity, with-
out any known direction from his superiours, could be con-
sidered only as the zeal or ofliciousness of an individual,
unworthy of publick notice, or the formality of remon-
strance,

In August, Mr. Harris, the resident at Madrid, gave
notice to lord Weymouth, of an account newly brought to
Cadiz, that the English were in possession of port Cuiza-
da, the same which we call port Egmont, in the Magella-
nick sea; that in January, they had warned away two
Spanish ships; and that an armament was sent out in May,
from Buenos Ayres, to dislodge them.